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BERORARIAR FOR THE DIRECTOR
SUBJECT: Some International Implicatians of Recsut Developments
in lacse

Xe If Faoum! Tails to teke and hold Vientiane, ihe chances
e At leest oven that hies forces will callepse ar & oshorent
military orgenisation and, unless there is outeide Intarvention,
tire country will aome be Zominated Ly the pro-Cospminiat slements.
if the FPaoumi Torces wis the current bettle for ¥ientiane, we
Believe this will mark only the bDeginning of & pew phase in the

protmcted struggle Tor leos,

Zs  The Boun Jue-Faouml govermewnt will require extensive
wutaide miiitary and finescial aid werely to survive. Oven with
such sld, lange parts of the countryside will prodebly reswin
outeide the control of the goverment: the goverrment might alep
iose » nusher Of key towns such as, for exmample, Xleng Kammng,

Yaoog Saly, snf even lusng Frebaog.

3. I the Phouml Forces seoure Vientiane, s Commmandst-dosinat?

goverament will probably e set wp et Hes %ows. The Communiszts will

e ..

Approved For Release 2006/01/17 : CIA-RDP7]9R00904A000500020007-0

25X1,



Approved For Release 2006/01%DP79R00904A000500020007-0

try to give this govermment & nationnl Cromt flavor. Thely
-3 m » i
the wulibely event they eculd perausde him to sccept it. The

chwice to heed 1t would almost certainly be Souvs

Hioe countries would promptiy recognize snd support 2 Sam Meus

government.

h. we belfeve that Peipias and Benol heve determined to
provide vhetever ald {8 reguired to prevent the sstablishmesnt of
an effective non-Communist regime in laos. However, the smout
#F aid reguired for this purpose elmost certainly would net be
great, sssuming no divect Ui milftary interweatiosn. Accordingly,
tae Capminlets may belleve it mecessary only to emmtisue and

vt fnvresss thelr curvent secale of asmistancs, chs

snelliag

it through Sem Meun. Another alement In this policy would prodebly

te additional warnings and threste designed to imcresce temsion,
promote fear of war and arouse pressures oa the U8 4o withdrew
ita support fyom Fhousi. And the Communists probably comsider
that they would heve 8 strong cose in the UH, if the case shouls
te breught o that body.

7« Un the other hand, tie indicatioms of tim pest soverzl
days strengly msuggest that imnol and Peiping, almost certainly
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with the backing of Moscow, hmve determimed em maeh more direct
sud substantis) interveniicem in imos, &t an early date. Juch
intervention would ineluds grestly ineressed sirlift, a much
Iarger maber of techniciene, ard ‘volunteers .

FOR THE BOARD OF NATIONAL BSTIMATES:

SRR HERT
Thad romn

Approved For Release 2006/01/17 : CIA-RDP79R00904A000500020007-0



